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Application/Control Number: 10/820,209 
Art Unit: 2876 

•{. 'j;'-',: iDETAILED ACTION "\ 

1 . This is in response tpjthe' appjicanfresponse filed -5/67/07.! ' 

Claim Rejections ' 35 use §10J^- ' 

2. The following is a quotai;ion:of 35 ^.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejectiohs s^t fdkii in this Office action: ' ' ' 
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(a) A patent riiiy.no^ obtained thoUgh the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of thjs title, if the differences beiw^en the subject mattjer sought to be patented and the; prior art are 
such that the subject'matter as a wl^ole would Have been obvious at the tiilie the invent! op was madie to a perison 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention >vas made. ! 

3. Claims 15-30 arc'rejeteted under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over. 

, : S; f ? • i ' . • • ■ 1 

Frederick et ilv(Lr$:'6,l J2,5fll2'; liereijiafter "Frederick") in view bf Lift et all (US 5,797,515; 
hereinafter "Lift"). ' ^ . ■ ^ ■ I . • ' • 

Re claims 15-17, 21-25 and. 29-30;' Frederick teaches a method including: inputting 
information into a handheld {^evice (reading: device 542 in fi^. 55j from 'indicia (358, 364, 366, 

. * i 'J • ' '■ ' [ • ■ 

370 in fig. 45; "The; reading device 348 is preferably a device for leading machine readable 
indicia such as bar code" (col. 40- Ijnes 62^63)) on an open shelviiig system, the information 
identifying an item to be restocked to the open shelving system ("Alternatively, when all the 
medical items^have beeii renjloyed from the storage location ithe u^er may operate the reading 
device to read the.fiM^crindici^ ac^acent the storage locatidn replesentktive 6f the condition that 
all the medical items in the location have been depleted..." cbl. 6, lines 53-57; col. 41; lines 29- 
31) (col. 56, lines 51-58; col. 6, lines 12-61?; col. 41, line ,44 through cql. 42, line 53); 

"■■•',.'''! ' . ' 

, » ' ■ ... . , : 

«: r . . ; . ■ 

inputting a current quatttity of the items to be restocked toithe handheld device 
corresponding to thifc .input information (col. 6, lines 53-67); ' \ 
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transferring the information and current quantity from the handheld device ("These 
transaction naessages are sent to othdr coniponents of the system..|" col. 6, lines 63-67) (figs. 40 
and55;coLk; line i tlirougk ck. 57,lm^;49)^ ^: .! 

automatically comparing the current quantity to a par leve) of the items to be restocked, 

!' * * ' ' ' I 

for example, Frederick teaches ih icbl. 6;1iiies 41-67 that * ^ i 

"The storage locations for items that are not tracked to patients are preferably marked to show a desired 
level or quantity (a "p^. Value?) of^medicaf items that should be kept in the stoJaige location. If the level of medical 
items in the location drops ^hd a uSer observes thatit is below par value; the user may.scan the indicia with the 
reading device. The reading device is preferably configured to treat the scanniijg of indicia corresponding to a . 
storage location, absent previously inputting data related to a user or a patient, as indicative of a quantity condition 
at the location which corresponds to the storage location being below par value. 

Alternatively, when all the medical item^ have been removed from the storage location the user may 
operate the reading device tq 'read ^the^ further indicia adjacent the.storag^ locatijon represeritative of the condition that 
all the medical itenis irt the Ibcatiqji have been depleted. Such a condition is anlalternative quantity condition, which 
causes different! signals to be generated by the system from those correspondih^ the first quantity condition. 
Transaction messages ciQmprised of sisals kre produced by the reading devicCj corresponding to the different 
quantity condit?ons. These transaction messages are sent to other components of the system, and in the; case of 
messages which indicate that a storage location is lielow par value or depleted,|are responded to by restocking the 
storage location with an additional quantity of medical items." 

wherein "theiuser maV scan the indicia with the reading device. The reiading device is 

preferably eqijfigur^d tp 'treat :the scanning of indicia corresponding to a storage location, absent 

previously iniputtiiig da&i relaied to auser or a patient,.as in4icatiye of aiquantity condition at the 

location which corresponds to the storage location being below par value." (col. 6, lines 46-52), 

... ■ '''^ 1^ ^' ■ • . ■ ■ ■ 

that is the indicia is rjeadjihy the reading device; then the ihformatii^n, which is read from the 

■ :* - L V V' ' i ' ■ ' * ' • ' ' " " - 

indicia, is proceb^coeipariid with the par value stored within the reading-. 

;..;■■*[■ .v; 'if: • i i • ;/ ■ ■ ; ' ; ■ : 

device/compiiter/cdiApdnent, which is "automatically comparing ^e current quantity to a par 

level of the items to be restocked" as set forth in the claim; and generating a restocking package 

• : . . . ' ''iu ' .. :; y ? = • • • 

in response to the auton^atic comparing. For example, j 

"Transaction hiE;ssages ccfenprised of signals are produced by the rejidlng device corresponding to the 
different quantity, conditions! These transaction messages are sent to *other components of the system, and in ithe case 
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■ ' r' • ;': • ■ ' • ' '•• ' .• 

of messages which indicate that a storage location is below par value or depleted, are responded to by restocking the 
storage location with an additionalquantity. of medical items," (col. 6, lines 60r67; col. 6, lines 41-67). 

AlthqugK, Frede^ck teacher "automatically comparing thq ciirrent quantity to, a par level 
of the items to be rdstopkpd'* by ,havipg a user observes that Ifthe items on the open shelf are 
below par value, the user may scariithe indicia with the readmg ddvice. Frederick does hot 

i' 

specifically teach "automatically comparing, in a computing devicje, the current quantity to a par 
level of the items."*"' -'"^ -J'-- r-' : : " ■ - i \ ' 

. . Lift te^aches automatii^ally comparing, in a computing device, the current quantity 

' "1 :^ ; • ^ ! I, ■ . ■• 'i 

to a par level for the item ("if a proper dispensing has occurred, the transaction is recorded to the 

data base 407, and the computer determines- whether inventory is pt or below a predetermined 

restock value ^^8..;'(coi;: ^ * \ : 

It would hiycj bei^ri obvious to . an ajrtisan of ordinary skill in the art to automate 

Frederick's step of "automatitally comparing the current quintityi." by having a user to observe 

and scan the indicia if t^e items are below jthe par level to "automkically comparing in the 

computing device the cun-e'hri|u^tity..." ^'taught by Lift in order to aiitornialing the manual 

■ ' ! : '■ ' . : ■ 

activity of the wsef-iSuch niodififcatidn would have been an pbvioijiS expedient from Frederick's 

■■' ' ■ ' ' V ' - ; . : • i ' ' 

teaching. Furthermore, automating a manual activity by providing an automatic or mechanical 



■J, 



means is not sufficient to, distiiigl^ the prior art, In re; Venrier262F 2d.91, 95, 12(3 USPQ 

193, 194(CCPA'i:95^^^ . - ; . 

■ " ^ ^ vi;'!;'"* ' !''"' ,i i • . i' ' ' i ' I .■ : ' ' 

Re cj^fttis T8 ,ah^l*26;^Fredenbk teaphes the transferring byi transmitting the information 

over a wireless link (col. 45, lines 40-45; col. 8, lines 1 7-37). | 

Re claims 19 aildi :27: Frederick teaches the transfferring includes inserting the handheld 

device into a docking statioiii| (cradle !3 54 in fig. 40) located proximate to the open shelving 
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^ 1. " ' ••^■^ I; ' . ^ I • . : ^ ' 

system ("The reading device is eventually again placed in coniniupication witJi the neitwork 328. 

i 

This may be done by returning it to. its craiSle..." (col. 54, lines 53t56)) (col. 41, lines 1-23; col. 

/ ■ i.H • . ' i'^ i ' • 

47, lines 1.12^^' ,;jV\ ^' ^ ; 1 " 

Re clain:is 20 arid 28:^Frederick teaches the method ftirtheil including Sjelecting 
infomiation identifying an^tem- not represented by an indicia (fe:g., kbybbard, mouse, touch 

screen, Spoken word recognitionv etc (col. 19, lines 28-33)) on the open shelving system and 

r "i-i; -T- ' ' ' ..-! ••., ■ • 

inputting to tfie Ijaridhejci deified a current Iqyantity of the iteni to bie stoi:ked ih the open shelving 

unit(c'61. 19;liries^Q4^^^^^^ i ■ - ' 

' / Response to Arguments , 

4. Applicant's arguments filed =5/07/07 Jiave been fu^y considered but they are not 



persuasive: (See; examiijer remarks). 



REMARKS!^ i I i : 

'^i ' ': 



In response to the applicant - s ar^riient tiie reference Frederick et al do not disclose 

i 

inputting specific quaAtity,.the ;px^ingr itjspec disagrees. Frederick et al disclose:" 

It should be undcrstoiod.tHai for^om^ lodations which hold medicial items which ire coiirited arid/or tracked by 
unit, the compwt^: may- cdlcak data store.may include, data representative pf the number of units 

remaining in ejach sitoragellb^^ f^owpyer, it is also possible to include among-orlon the Ainits of medical items 
machine readaj^e Ip^icifi^ which cjm be used to ih]di<?ate that the ;nu(nber of meidicaUtems in; the storage location 
has fallen to a'level whl^re #eitocking is required^^^^ { : ; ' ' 

The applicant's argument is not jpersuasiv^: With respect to the limitation "automatically 

comparing tl^tf^quimtity restocking is required, 'Fre<lerick;teaches that the number 

of units IS inputted |nt6:«^^^ jij order to verify whether the quaritii|y has fallen to level 

requiring restocking, the comparing step is iiicluded so as to! deter^iine whethfer to restock or hot. 

The reference (Frederick et al)f,as modifiediby Lift et al renders the claims obvious. 
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Application/Contr'ol;Numbeit 16/826,209 i ! 
ArtUnit:287^ it^''^?'^ • ' I' • 

. In resf^hse to a|)plic^t'^ arguments against the refefehces individualiy, one cannot sh 

' ' 'v'"' J'; ^ J I: i . ■ : M ■ ' ;1" • ' : , ; • \ . : 
nonobviousness by attacking refereitices inliividiiaily where the rejectioiis are based oh * 

combinations of references.. Spi^/«,r^i:^%, 642 F.2d 413, 208 lUSPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re 

Merc^<fe Ca" '800 F;2tl 109 1^231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

5. Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the references as ajpplied to 
the claims above^for th^ Gpnv^ieneie of thfc (applicant. Although the specified ;citations are . 

■ -i'^ v'"' A \ ^ ' i ■■' h ■ ' ; ■ -j' ■ ,'• 

representative^o^t$e.]teachin&^ the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the 

. 'r:''M§^':-ih.\: . ; ,••1: ■:; ^ ■• ■ 

individiial cla^^j^otiHer |)assa figures may apply a§ wjell. It lis respectfully requested from 

": i •.,*-;•/;" M . ■ i .1 " f. , • j * : 

the applicant in preparing responses, to fully consider the referenqes in entirety as potentially 

teaching all or pait.pf tH^:claiRi'ed:irivefltion; as well as tHe context bf the passage as taught by 

, ■ . " ' !r -i :rl i • ; ' ' . > i • =• • • . 

the prior art Qii;<J;is9lc^ed'by !the examiner. 



^Conclusion 



i ■ . 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINA?.. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 



pplicy'as set.j^il^ ia3fijPFI!i{|«:'i!3'6(a): •' i' ' ' ■ j . . ! 

A shbijf iied;^mwt9rj^ for reply to this final action is set tp expire THREE 

. ■ l^'iv ' ■ I.I ; ■ :. ■ • . ' ', ■ "' \ 

MONTHS frbm th'efrtiaijling idate of this action. In the evfentl a first reply is filed within TWO;: 

1 • 1 ■ ' ■ i \i '■ 

MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed imtil after 

• ■. ■• ■ '^j.':: ■•.■ •■, ■■! i- ' ! . •. 

the end of th^iSTHFJEE-MO^/m; shortened peri9d, ;then |he shortened statutory period 

will expire,!0ii^e dja^BiMei advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant tb 37 . 



CFR i:-i36(a)t;witl' be caleulafed ifron) the liiidiling date of thd; aidvipbry attibn. ; In no elvent. 



'vi.. I'll...':! '. /■ 



t 1' 
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however, will -tiie sta)Xit6iy p|eri6id for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of. this final; peti^^ ..1^: ; , . .1 : , i . ! . . ; 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner shoaldj^.dir^j?te^^^ StiGyr whose telephone nu|nber is 571r272-2407. The 

examiner can .ndnijaliy be re^ i . „ 

'V "* ^ ""[''if ! I • • t- ' I ' '5 • • . • 

* ' :If attemp^s'llolreJach the examiner iby telephone are uijsucc^ssful, the examiner? s 

■ . I • ■ ^ ■ : • 

supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 

orgaiiizatipnr^h^rthi^'i^^ is assigned is 571-273-8300. • : ' 

. ^Iiifornifat^p^^^^^ status of an application may be j^btained from the Patent, 

Application Ijifdmiyioii 'Refr^^^ (PAIR) jsy stern. Status ipiforto^tion for published :applica 

may be obtained from either Private PAIRjpr Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications; i^;a!v!ailkbljefithr(i)^ Private PAIR only. For!more information; about the' PAIR 

system, .see jhttjii^^/fi^^ Should you have ;questior]|sbn;aiceess to the Private PAIR 

sy steipfcohtiibt the 'y^tste Biifeihess' Gehter (EBC) :at 866-2 1 IjSf 1 97 !(t6ll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information s^st^m, cal ! g00i7;86-91?9 (IN pSA OR CANADA) or 571-2724000. ; 

.■^^^■BW-'S-^.'^'' V:C:' • Mel iSt.Cyr ;^ , 

• - ■ • 'V: '■ • ■ ' Primary; 'ExaihiBer ;. ' 'I . 

Unit 2876 ' 



